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DEVELOPMENT ENGINEERING BONDS STANDARD 
 

DIRECTORATE: Planning and Compliance 
 
BUSINESS UNIT:  Development Assessment 

 
 

 
1. PURPOSE/ OBJECTIVES 

 
The objective of the Development Engineering Bonds Standard is to address 
development related issues that may arise during development projects. The standard 
also defines what bonds will be payable by the developer and for what period they will be 
held by Council. The standard aims to establish clear and streamlined administration 
processes of engineering bonds. 
 

2. SCOPE 
 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 
 

3. DEFINITIONS 
 

Performance Bond – To provide security on works undertaken within the public domain. 
The performance bond will ensure that works are constructed to an appropriate standard 
and in a timely fashion.  In the event the contractor fails to satisfactorily complete the 
works, this will enable Council to utilise the performance bond to address public safety, 
complete the necessary works and restore public infrastructure. 
 
Maintenance Bond – To provide security for repairs or emergency actions arising during 
the maintenance period (defects liability period – minimum 12 months) of a completed 
development. 
 
Asphaltic Concrete (AC) / Final Seal Bond - To provide security on the final layer of 
AC that will be installed, following the maintenance period (minimum 12 months) and 
rectification of any defects. The bond may also be used where the final seal can be 
incorporated in an adjoining sealing programme undertaken by either Council or the 
developer. 
 
Outstanding Works Bond – To allow the early release of a subdivision or occupation 
certificate prior to completion of all public and/or private infrastructure works.  The bond 
is to ensure that the works are completed as required by the development consent in a 
timeframe determined by Council (maximum 12 – 24 months). 
 
Damages Bond – To ensure any damage to public infrastructure resulting from a 
development or associated works is rectified to Council’s satisfaction prior to the issue of 
a subdivision certificate.  The bond is used to ensure protection of Council’s infrastructure 
during the construction process such as footpath, kerb and gutter, or road pavement. 
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4. STANDARD STATEMENT 
 

Responsible staff 
position 

Step number Action 
 

Development Engineering All Steps As per Procedure 
 

 

4.1 The Development Engineering Bonds Standard has been created to mitigate 
risk, ensure compliance and provide security to Council and stakeholders. The 
standard will also provide a clear understanding of processes and procedures 
involved in the administration of engineering bonds. 

 
4.2 Council’s Land Development Engineers are responsible for the implementation 

of the Development Engineering Bonds Standard and must adhere to the 
standard procedures and ensure that they use administration resources 
available to them. 

 
4.3 Standard internal forms pertaining to the standard have been updated and 

created to deliver effective communication with internal and external 
stakeholders. The Manager Development Assessment and Coordinator Land 
Development is responsible for monitoring the standard to ensure that it is 
reviewed and updated accordingly and that staff are adhering to the standard. 
Should a disagreement arise in regard to the standard, it is the responsibility of 
the staff member to advise the Manager Development Assessment. 

 
4.4 In addition an assessment table has been devised as a reference point for 

Council staff to easily calculate the bond amount relative to the value of works. 
 
4.5 Development Engineering Bonds Procedures, as Annexure A of this Standard, 

will outline the processes and procedures relating to the various types of bonds 
available. 
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4.6 The Chief Executive Officer is delegated by Council to approve changes in the 
procedures attached to this Standard. 

 
 

AUTHORISED BY 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
EFFECTIVE FROM 
21 December 2021 
 

 
REVIEW DATE 
21 December 2023 
 
The standard must be reviewed every two years or more frequently depending on its 
category or if legislative or policy changes occur. 
 
VERSIONS 
The current and previous version of the procedure should be set out in the following table. 
 

Version Amended by Changes made Date 
TRIM 

Number 

2 
Development 
Assessment 

Policy revoked by 
Council and 

transferred to a 
Standard 

22 November 
2019 

300934.2019 

1 N/A 
Policy Adopted by 

Council 
14 March 2016 316692.2015 

 
THIS STANDARD HAS BEEN DEVELOPED IN CONSULTATION WITH 
Corporate Services – Governance, Legal and Procurement 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Development Engineering Bonds Procedures 
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